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Productivity and employment have risen to
such a point that when I visited Detroit last
fall, the biggest complaint I heard in a State
that was given up as lost economically a decade
ago—the biggest complaint I heard from the
autoworkers was that they were working too
much overtime. Now, where I come from, that
is known as a high-class problem. [Laughter]

The auto industry now provides more than
one million jobs in our countries. To reinforce
our commitment to NAFTA and to dramatically
expand an important market, tomorrow our na-
tions will sign an agreement to open the skies
between our two nations. This agreement, which
allows for a dramatic expansion of U.S. and Ca-
nadian service to each other’s nations, will create
thousands of new jobs and billions of dollars
of economic activities in our cities, yours and
mine. We’ve reached a fair solution that will
make life easier for travelers on both sides of
the border, that will profit both Canadian and
U.S. airline carriers, that will increase the mu-
tual travel and interconnections of our people.
That we have done so amicably provides yet
another model of how neighboring nations can
settle their differences.

Friendship, engagement: Canada and the
United States have shown the best there is in
partnerships between nations, all the great po-
tential that awaits all the free peoples of this
Earth if they can join in common cause. We
are, as the monument at the St. Lawrence Sea-
way declares, ‘‘two nations whose frontiers are

the frontiers of friendship, whose ways are the
ways of freedom, whose works are the works
of peace.

Every day we see the enormous benefits this
partnership gives us in jobs, in prosperity, in
the great creative energy that our interchanges
bring. But we have only seen the beginning.
For the Susan Southwicks who want a chance
to build better lives and the companies like
Createc that are trying to build solid businesses
that will last, this partnership of ours holds a
great promise with vast horizons, as vast as our
great continent.

Together we’ve turned our energies toward
improving the world around us for now nearly
a century. Today, more than ever, let us reaffirm
and renew that great tradition. Let us engage
and confront the great challenges of the end
of this century and the beginning of the next.
We must sustain our efforts. We must enhance
our efforts. We must maintain our partnership.
We must make it stronger. This is our task and
our mission. Together, we will be equal to it.
The border separates our peoples, but there are
no boundaries to our common dreams.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. in the
House of Commons at the Parliament. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gilbert Tarent, Speaker of
the House of Commons, and Geldes Malgat,
Speaker of the Senate.

Remarks at a Gala Dinner in Ottawa
February 23, 1995

Prime Minister and Mrs. Chrétien, Ambas-
sador and Mrs. Chrétien, Ambassador and Mrs.
Blanchard, ladies and gentlemen: Let me begin
by thanking the Prime Minister for his generous
words and by thanking Prime Minister and Mrs.
Chrétien and all of our Canadian hosts for mak-
ing Hillary and me feel so at home here today
in our first day of this wonderful visit.

We all have so much in common, so many
roots in common. I couldn’t help thinking, when
we shared so many jokes in the Parliament today
and so many good laughs, of all the things I
might have said. One of the things that is most

fascinating to Americans about Canada is the
way you blend your cultures. I understand, now
that we’ve come across the river from Ottawa
to Hull, everything is first in French and then
in English. And I’m trying to accommodate to
all this. And I thought about a true story that
I would share with you.

One of the members of our official party
today came all the way from Georgia, Mr. Gor-
don Giffen, who’s sitting out here, but he was
born in Canada. And you should know that
Georgia, in the heart of the American South,
has a Lieutenant Governor named Pierre How-
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ard. He was very self-conscious about running
with a name like Pierre in the South. And in
desperation one day, he said, ‘‘Well, you have
to understand, Pierre is French for Bubba.’’
[Laughter] And you all know that I come from
Arkansas. I can say to you with absolute con-
fidence that if any person from my State were
here tonight, he or she would say, ‘‘Je me sens
chez moi au Canada [I feel at home in Can-
ada].’’

The Prime Minister and I have a lot in com-
mon. We have smalltown roots and modest
backgrounds, his in Shawinigan in Quebec. Did
I say that right? Shawinigan? Shawinigan. Bet-
ter? And mine in Hope—I have a hometown
that’s easier to pronounce. We began early in
political life. He entered the Parliament, I think,
when he was 29. I tried to enter the Congress
when I was 28. I failed, and I have been grateful
for it ever since. [Laughter]

Our political persuasions and our programs
are so similar that one magazine called me a
closet Canadian. I think that is a compliment,
and I take it as such. We talk a lot about our
humble roots. At home when our friends wish
to make fun of me, they say that if I talk long
enough I will convince people that I was born
in a log cabin I built myself. And that’s what
I thought the first time I met Prime Minister
Chrétien. [Laughter]

We’ve had a few agonizing political defeats,
and we’ve managed a comeback. As I think
about it, I can only think of one thing that
separates me from the Prime Minister: about
15 points in the public opinion polls. [Laughter]
I resent it, but I’m doing what I can to over-
come it.

Mr. Prime Minister, one of the glories of Ot-
tawa is the wonderful old canal that winds
through this community. It’s protected by
sweeping and weeping willows in the summer-
time, and it’s, as I saw today, animated by skat-
ers in the winter. As I understand it, the canal
was constructed about 150 years ago by a British
engineer to help defend Canada from the
United States. Thankfully, I’m told that if you
ask most Canadians today why the canal was
built, they can’t say. The fact that the canal’s
origin is unremembered speaks volumes about
the unique relationship between our two coun-
tries: neighbors, allies, friends. Each of us is
blessed to share with the other the bounty of
this magnificent continent.

Over the years the partnership we have forged
has produced many tangible benefits for our
people, as you pointed out. We have a joint
defense program that protects our skies and
makes us more secure. We have a shared com-
mitment to our environment that improves the
quality of the air we breathe and the water
we drink. We have economies that are so com-
plementary we enjoy the world’s largest trading
relationship in ways that create jobs and raise
incomes on both sides of our border. We have
a common passion for democracy that has united
us in trying to protect freedom and peace and
democracy and enterprise far from our own
lands.

The interests and values we share have al-
lowed us to recognize and respect our dif-
ferences as well. Canada has shown the world
how to build a gentler society with a deeply
felt concern for the health and well-being of
all its citizens. It has shown the world that
strength and compassion are not incompatible.
There is much in your country from which
Americans can and do draw inspiration.

And so tonight, in celebrating all that unites
us, let us also remember that which is unique
in our countries. Hillary and I enjoyed very
much our all-too-brief tour of this magnificent
tribute to your unique culture. Let us resolve
to work together to bring out the best in each
other as we move forward together as partners
and as friends. Long live this great nation.

Mr. Prime Minister, one of your most illus-
trious predecessors, Lester Pearson, put it well
when he said, ‘‘I now accept with equanimity
the question so constantly addressed to me, ‘Are
you an American?’ and merely return the accu-
rate answer, ‘Yes, I am a Canadian.’ ’’

And so tonight, in celebrating our countries
and what unites us, let us work together and
let us say: Long live Canada! Vive le Canada!

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:35
p.m. in the Grand Hall at the Museum of Civiliza-
tion. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien and his wife, Aline; U.S. Ambas-
sador to Canada James Blanchard and his wife,
Janet; and Canadian Ambassador to the United
States Raymond Chrétien and his wife, Kay.
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Remarks at a Breakfast With Business Leaders in Ottawa
February 24, 1995

Thank you very much, Mr. Prime Minister,
Ambassador Chrétien, Ambassador Blanchard.
Ladies and gentlemen, Ambassador Blanchard’s
introduction of me is a sterling illustration of
what is known in our little circle of friends as
Clinton’s third law of politics, which is, when-
ever possible, be introduced by someone you
have appointed to high office. They’ll lie about
you every time. [Laughter]

I want to thank Jim Blanchard for the won-
derful job that he has done representing the
United States in Canada and representing Can-
ada to the United States. I want to say the
second half of that again, Mr. Prime Minister:
representing Canada to the United States.
Sometimes he comes to see me in the White
House and he works me over for 10 or 15
minutes about one of these rather complicated
issues that we are trying to discuss between
our two countries, and I look at Jim and I say,
‘‘Now, whose side are you on, anyway?’’ which
is, I think, the best compliment I could give
him in being part of the cement that holds
this remarkable relationship together.

I want to welcome all the business leaders
here from Canada and the United States. Thank
you for coming today. I’d also like to thank
you, madam, for hosting us in this magnificent,
magnificent hall in this wonderful facility. It’s
a tribute to the vision of the people of Canada
in building it for all of the citizens here and
others who visit.

I ran for President of the United States pri-
marily because I wanted to help get our coun-
try’s economic policy back on track, because I
felt that unless we had a strategy for moving
into the 21st century in ways that would give
all of our people a chance to be rewarded for
their work and succeed as workers and as mem-
bers of families, we were going to have a very
difficult time in preserving the magic of the
American dream.

And we have worked very, very hard for the
last 2 years in our administration, in our country
to try to do the things that, it seems to me,
are critical to pursuing that mission: to increase
trade, to diminish the deficit, to increase the
level of partnership between the public and pri-
vate sectors, to advance the cause of American

interests around the world, to improve our in-
vestment and the quality of our investment in
the education and training of our people—to
do those things, in short, which would increase
the productivity of the American work force in
ways that would actually generate not only more
jobs but higher incomes.

Canada has almost exactly the same challenges
because all the advanced economies of the world
face the same challenges in the global economy
of the 21st century. One key to that for us
is making the most of our relationship. And Jim
Blanchard mentioned that when we first met
12 years ago when we were both young Gov-
ernors, I had—even though I was a long way
from Canada, I was asked to be one of the
Governors that promoted the interest of what
subsequently became NAFTA, the first agree-
ment between the United States and Canada,
among the Governors and then tried to sell it
in the Congress and especially among those who
were somewhat more protectionist in our Con-
gress. I was glad to be able to do that.

And since then, I am pleased with the
progress that we have made working with Can-
ada and NAFTA, which has increased our bilat-
eral trade by about 15 percent last year alone;
in the GATT agreement; in the Asian Pacific
Economic Cooperation group that we’re a part
of that’s now agreed to open markets in Asia
early in the next century, something very, very
important to those of us here in the West; and
of course in the Summit of the Americas, trying
to open the markets in Latin America to all
of us. And Latin America, as all of you know,
is the second fastest growing set of economies
in the world and an enormous opportunity for
all of us here, as well as an enormous responsi-
bility in terms of what we should be doing in
preserving democracy and open markets in that
part of the world.

I am pleased with all of that. I’m especially
pleased that a few months ago, for the first
time ever in our country, there was a survey
which said that more people saw trade as a
source of hope than as a threat for the first
time since we had been taking such public opin-
ion surveys. That is very important. My premise
is that unless all of us intend to just close our
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